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typology 
is about classification and identification 

 

by program   

and/or 

by appearance 

and/or 

by density 



 

 

eg 

hospitals 

 

or 

art deco apartments 

 

or 

low-density supermarkets



contemporary types 

 

airports 

train/bus interchanges 

shopping centres 

DFOs, retail sheds 

freeways 

theme parks 

icon buildings 

gateways 

office parks 

shop/gallery 

mediatheques 

mixed-use apartments/hotels



traditional types 

 

libraries 

train stations 

town halls 

banks 

markets 

places of worship 

museums 

post offices 

police and fire stations 

hospitals 

shop-top houses 

houses 

 



 

 

 

‘crisis’ of typology: 

 

should you be able to tell 

what the program of a 

building is based on its 

appearance? 

 



 

in Asian urbanism: 

 

how do European ideals of 

typology play out? What 

different types have 

evolved? How is Asian 

urbanism better? Is it? 
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12,500 ppl/ha
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Bangkok International Airport, Thailand
Helmut Jahn of Murphy/Jahn Architects, 2007
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Bernard Tschumi, Competition Entry for Kyoto Train Station, 1990
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Kyoto Station, Hiroshi Hara. 1997
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Umeda Sky Building,Osaka, Hiroshi Hara, 1993
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Maison Hermes Tokyo by Renzo Piano, 2001
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Christian Dior Ginza Building
Inui,Kumiko, 2004





















































































How is (traditional) Asian 

urbanism better?  

 

-informality 

-street occupation 

-ability to change quickly 

-no zoning 

-not car based



How do European ideals of 

typology play out?  

 

-Through importation and replication 

of types: podium/towers, shopping 

centres, zoning. This is then open to 

adaptation, and re-working, but often 

destroys traditional Asian urbanism. 



What different types have 

evolved? 

 

-uncontrolled megastructures 

-vertical housing solutions, shop tops 

-flexible use street urbanism 

-infrastructural urbanism



And what about Typology 
and Civic Identity? 
-Asian urbanism is currently a hybrid 
of traditional, informal and street-
based models with imported 20C 
western models that are generally 
poor (in both the West and Asia) 
-Civicness is not as clearly tied to 
type in the contemporary Asian 
context, and is this way is similar to 
the West.  




