Asian Architecture and Urbanism
typologies and civic identity

Stuart Harrison



typology

is about classification and identification

by program

and/or

by appearance
and/or

by density




eg
hospitals

or

art deco apartments

or

low-density supermarkets



contemporary types

airports

train/bus interchanges
shopping centres
DFOs, retail sheds
freeways

theme parks

icon buildings
gateways

office parks
shop/gallery
mediatheques
mixed-use apartments/hotels



traditional types

libraries

train stations
town halls

banks

markets

places of worship
museums

post offices
police and fire stations
hospitals
shop-top houses
houses



‘crisis’ of typology:

should you be able to tell
what the program of a
building is based on Its
appearance?



in Asian urbanism:

how do European ideals of
typology play out? What
different types have
evolved? How is Asian
urbanism better? Is it?
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SECTION A GENERAL PROVISIONS 2005 Guest Edition

PART A3 CLASSIFICATION OF BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES

A3.2 Classifications
Buildings are classified as follows:
Class 1 amended by BCA 2005

Class 1:
one or more buildings which in association constitute—

(a) Class 1a —a single dwelling being—
(i) a detached house; or
(i) one of a group of two or more attached dwellings, each being a building, separated by a
fire-resisting wall, including a row house, terrace house, town house or villa unit; or
(b) Class 1b —a boarding house, guest house, hostel or the like-

(i) with a total area of all floors not exceeding 300 m? measured over the enclosing walls of the
Class 1b; and
(ii) in which not more than 12 persons would ordinarily be resident,
which is not located above or below another dwelling or another Class of building other than a
private garage.

Class 2:
a building containing 2 or more sole-occupancy units each being a separate dwelling.
Class 3 amended by Amdit No. 11

Class 3: _
a residential building, other than a building of Class 1 or 2, which is a common piace of long term or
transient living for a number of unrelated persons, including—

(a) a boarding-house, guest house, hostel, lodging-house or backpackers accommodation; or
(b) a residential part of a hotel or motel; or
(c) a residential part of a school; or

(d) accommodation for the aged, children or people with disabilities; or

(e) a residential part of a health-care building which accommodates members of staff; or
(f) a residential part of a detention centre.

Class 4:
a dwelling in a building that is Class 5, 6, 7, 8 or 9 if it is the only dwelling in the building.

Class 5: :
an office building used for professional or commercial purposes, excluding buildings of Class 6, 7, 8
or 9.

Class 6:
a shop or other building for the sale of goods by retail or the supply of services direct to the public,

including—
(a) an eating room, cafe, restaurant, milk or soft-drink bar; or
(b) a dining room, bar, shop or kiosk part of a hotel or motel; or
(c) a hairdresser’s or barber’s shop, public laundry, or_undertaker’s establishment; or
(d) market or sale room, showroom, or service station.
Class 7 amended by Amdt No. 11
Class T:
a building which is—
(a) Class 7a —a carpark; or

{

(b) Class 7b —for storage, or display of goods or produce for sale by wholesale.

Class 8:
a laboratory, or a building in which a handicraft or process for the production, assembling, altering,
repairing, packing, finishing, or cleaning of goods or produce is carried on for trade, sale, or gain.
Class 9 amended by BCA 2004

Class 9:
a building of a public nature—
(a) Class 9a —a health-care building; including those parts of the building set aside as a laboratory;
or
(b) Class 9b —an assembly building, including a trade workshop, laboratory or the like in a primary
or secondary school, but excluding any other parts of the building that are of another Class; or
(c) Class 9¢c — an aged care building.
Class 10:
a non-habitable building or structure—
(a) Class 10a —a non-habitable building being a private garage, carport, shed, or the like; or
(b) Class 10b —a structure being a fence, mast, antenna, retaining or free-standing wall, swimming
poal, or the like.
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12,500 ppl/ha


City of anarchy

Kowloon Walled City, located not far from the former Kai Tak Airport, was a remarkable high-rise
squatter camp that by the 1980s had 50,000 residents. A historical accident of colonial Hong Kong,
itexisted in a lawless vacuum until it became an embarrassment for Britain. -
‘This month marks the 20th anniversary of its demolition. Fight Waled ity
approach path
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HK$35

monthly room rent
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saniation regulations
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Despite its dauntng,
squalid appearance and
reputation for awless-

Salvation Army
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Bangkok International Airport, Thailand
Helmut Jahn of Murphy/Jahn Architects, 2007
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Sticky Note
Bernard Tschumi, Competition Entry for Kyoto Train Station, 1990


OPPOSITE: Structural system
ABOVE AND LEFT: Movement and organisation of
the space with disassembled concept model
OVERLEAF: Model
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Kyoto Station, Hiroshi Hara. 1997
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Umeda Sky Building,Osaka, Hiroshi Hara, 1993
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Maison Hermes Tokyo by Renzo Piano, 2001
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Christian Dior Ginza Building
Inui,Kumiko, 2004
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How is (traditional) Asian
urbanism better?

-informality

-street occupation
-ability to change quickly
-n0 zohing

-not car based



How do European ideals of
typology play out?

-Through importation and replication
of types: podium/towers, shopping
centres, zoning. This iIs then open to
adaptation, and re-working, but often
destroys traditional Asian urbanism.



What different types have
evolved?

-uncontrolled megastructures
-vertical housing solutions, shop tops
-flexible use street urbanism
-infrastructural urbanism



And what about Typology

and Civic Identity?

-Asian urbanism is currently a hybrid
of traditional, informal and street-
based models with imported 20C
western models that are generally
poor (in both the West and Asia)
-Civicness is not as clearly tied to
type in the contemporary Asian
context, and is this way is similar to
the Wesl.





